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“Ask me this question when I was merely 
a white belt starting out . . .” 



“I would give back this answer: An instructor is a black 
belt that knows a lot, if not everything, about the 
martial arts and teaches that to younger belts.”  



“Now with the title of ‘Instructor’ in my name, I can give a more 
realistic answer - being an Instructor at the Karate 5 Dojo means 
that I have very little knowledge of the martial arts, but have a 

desire, a thirst, to learn more, and to see younger belts be better 
than what they were yesterday.” 

Annual 2017 Isshin-Ryu Hall of 
Fame Tournament Competition 
Participant, Gatlinburg, TN – July 
22, 2017 
 
 



Grandmaster Wilson asked “Why does a creek make 
a noise?” 

        Sensei Wilson used to ask the class a 
question, and would not give the answer until 
somebody said the correct answer themselves. 
The question was, “Why does a creek make a 
noise?”  
        Everyone, myself included, kept saying 
things like “the animals living in the creek”, “the 
rocks at the bottom”, or “the water in the creek 
constantly moves”. None were entirely wrong, 
but not the answer Sensei was looking for.  
       Finally, he gave us a comparison to a river, 
but it still took us a minute to get the answer 
other than “the river is wider” or “the river has 
a stronger current”. The biggest reason why a 
creek makes a noise is because it is shallow. 



“The ocean is what the other senseis, masters, 
and grandmasters are at the dojo.”  



‘I do not expect myself to become better than 
Sensei Wilson . . .”  



“It also means that I am the role model . . .” 



“CJ” Burnett, Instructor, San Dan 3rd Degree 
Black Belt (2021) – Karate Five Dojo 
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